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The University Space Engineering Consortium (UNISEC) has facilitated
and  supported  practical  space  engineering  education  at  university  level
since 2002 in Japan and the activities have been spread to the rest of world
through  international  programs  such  as  the  Nano-satellite  Mission  Idea
Contest  (MIC),  CanSat  Leader  Training Program (CLTP)  and Nano-satellite
Symposium since 2011. 

Under  circumstances  where  many  countries  join  such  activities,
university associations like UNISEC have been formed in several countries.
To facilitate collaborative efforts among university associations specialized
in  space  engineering  education,  the  establishment  of  UNISEC-Global  has
been announced in the 1st UNISEC-Global Meeting held in Tokyo, November
23-24, 2013. It was established with a desire of “by the end of 2020, let’s
create a world where university students can participate in practical space
projects in more than 100 countries,” and currently it has points of contact
in 39 countries/regions, and 14 Local Chapters have been established. 

The mission of UNISEC-Global is to create an environment that will
promote the free exchange of ideas, information and capabilities relating to
space  engineering  and  its  applications,  especially  for  young  people,
including those in developing countries and emerging economy. To realize
the mission, various training programs, competitions and conferences have
been  organized  and  provided.  Several  examples  such  as  CanSat  Leader
Training Program (CLTP), Mission Idea Contest (MIC) for Micro/Nano Satellite
Utilization and UNISEC-Global Meeting (UNIGLO) are introduced. It should be
noted  that  UNISEC-Global  organized  the  competition  related  debris
mitigation  for  improving  awareness  of  long  term sustainability  of  space
activities and develop the technology in 2016, and will continue the efforts. 

Structure of  UNISEC-Global  is  simple.  It  is  a  consortium of  UNISEC
Local  Chapters.  A  Local  Chapter  is  a  consortium of  university  members
which consist  of  professor  and students  in  each country/region.  In  other
word, UNISEC is a system rather than organization. Anybody can copy and
modify it to establish their own UNISEC to meet the needs in the region. 
UNISEC-Global is planning to apply for the status of permanent observer in 
the Committee on the Peaceful Uses of Outer Space (COPUOS). With such 
status, more and more countries/regions will join our activities. For making 
constructive, positive actions for the better futures, more people’s 
participation and supports would be needed.  
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