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The purpose of this paper is to analyze the legal and regulatory framework
that  must  be  applied  for  small  satellites  in  Latin  American  countries.  In
addition,  it  will  address  some  legal  and  regulatory  issues  that  relate  to
licensing and registration, use of radio frequencies, space debris mitigation
and remediation that must be considered to avoid potential liability.  
 
Advancing technology and decreasing cost  has enabled improvements in
satellite and launch technologies, there is a growing trend towards building
and  launching  satellites  that  are  smaller,  faster,  better  and  cheaper.
Universities, start-up companies and governments, are amongst the rising
number of actors involved in small satellite activities in the region. This new
paradigm in the satellite industry represents opportunities for Latin America
and a chance for international cooperation. 
 
The rather  low costs  for  their  development,  launch,  and operation make
small  satellites  attractive  for  experiments  and  innovative  ways  of
exploration and use of outer space and lower barriers to entry new space
actors,  addresses  technology  gaps  between  developed  and  developing
countries. However, it is relevant to recognize in this context that they are
subject to the regulatory requirements specified in the international space
treaties, as well as other instruments and national legislation. 
 
It is expected that the number of small satellites will significantly increase in
the next years. They will possibly be endangering the safety of other space
missions and sustainability of space activities in general. And it is possible
that they may be launched without following proper legal and regulatory
procedures, especially in countries that do not have appropriate regulatory
systems. In particular, those established by the UN General Assembly, the
UN  Committee  on  the  Peaceful  Uses  of  Outer  Space  (COPUOS)  and
International  Telecommunication  Union  (ITU)  in  respect  to  registration  of
objects  launched  into  outer  space,  radiofrequency  coordination  and
registration  of  satellite  network  frequency  assignments,  and  compliance
with the space debris mitigation guidelines.  
 
The study aims to show that to the international law, small  satellites are
space objects like any other, and must be authorized, supervised to comply
with states treaty obligations.  Irrespective of their size, type, weight and
scope of  missions,  small  satellites  are  considered space objects  that  are
subject  to  the  general  regulatory  framework  that  governs  outer  space



activities.  In  addition,  the  launching  and/or  operation  of  such  satellites
constitute space activities, thus they are subject to such legal regime. It is
for that reason important to assess the effectiveness of current regulatory
regime governing satellites.  
 
The  study  provides  a  description  of  the  international  regulatory
requirements and national  laws in the region that small  satellite projects
must apply. Knowing and understanding the space regulations, laws, and
treaties  will  help  public  and  private  space  ventures  be  more  successful,
avoid  endangering  the  safety  of  other  space  missions  and  promote
sustainability  of  space  activities  in  general.  The  result  of  this  paper  is
possible  to  be used as  a  reference ensuring compliance  with  such legal
issues  or  using  the  laws  to  mitigate  potential  liability  will  reduce  small
satellite  investment  risk.  Furthermore,  it  will  provide  a  guide  to  Latin
American countries to raise awareness or build regulatory capacity in  


